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reason to hope that the election might be thrown
into the House of Representatives, in which
event the Democrats would vote for Butler in
preference to a Eepuhlican. In his last service
as Congressman in 1881 he had referred to
Butler in eulogistic terms.164

Again in 1885 fusion with the Democrats was
the main subject of discussion in the Greenback
State convention. General Weaver favored
fusion as he had in the preceding year, making
the most effective speech in support of it. He
described himself as tied to no party and favor-
ing cooperation with the Democrats to over-
throw the Eepublicans. He asked the minority
opposed to fusion to give it a trial. Having
followed the politics of the State for twenty-five
years, he was confident that fusion would carry
the State that year. He predicted that fusion
! would secure a Greenback Lieutenant Governor
and State Superintendent, with an anti-monop-
oly Governor and Judge; and there was a possi-
bility that they might secure a whole Greenback
ticket. Weaver was made permanent chairman
of the convention, and a motion to nominate
only two candidates, unless the Democratic
candidates proved unsatisfactory, was adopted
by a vote of 370y2 to 112i/2.16S

The election resulted in the choice of the Ee-
puhlican candidate for Governor, William
Larrabee, by a plurality of about 7000.100 The